CALL  NO   MAN  HAPPY

speeches have to be accepted, by a committee. I appeared before the
latter and passed, with kind praises, this last examination of my life.
The Duke de La Force said to me:

'You must remove the word inlassahlement (indefatigably) which
is not in the Dictionary of the Academy/

He was right.

After this test the newly elected member takes his seat. At the
moment he enters, the whole Academy rises as a mark of courtesy;
he bows, seats himself and takes part for the first time in the work
on the Dictionary. The contrast between the simplicity of this
ceremony and the majesty of the institution is not without grandeur
and charm.

The following Thursday, the 22nd of June, 1939, the public
session took place. The Secretary of the Academy gives only
twenty seats to the newly elected member. I could only provide
places in the centre for my mother, my wife, my children, my
mother- and father-in-law and a few of my intimates. But many
of my friends had obtained tickets by courtesy of other academicians,
and as L entered I saw the faces of all those who were dear to me.
This entrance is made to the sound of rolling drums while die guards
present arms and their officer salutes with his sword. For the man
who is going to speak it is a thrilling moment. Seated between my
two sponsors, somewhat stifled by my green uniform, uncomfort-
able in my plumed bicorn hat, I looked at the two statues that stood
on either side of the Desk, those of Bossuet and Fenelon. Seated
exactly below were General Weygand and Ambassador Paleologue;
one of my great anxieties throughout my whole speech was the glass
of water resting on u;e narrow shelf, which I feared I might upset
upon those illustrious heads.

'Monsieur Andre Maurois has the floor for the reading of his
speech of thanks... /

My heart pounded, but when I got to my feet the reception was
such that I felt reassured. I do not know whether the heart of Paris
has changed; I do not think so; however that may be, the Parisian
public that day gave me one of the great joys of my life.
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